
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Christ Our Lord to the Jordan Came J. S. Bach 

* HYMN 229     From All That Dwell Below the Skies  Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 29): 

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength;   

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory of God's name.  

Leader: The voice of the LORD is powerful;  

People: The voice of the LORD is full of majesty.   

Leader: May the LORD give strength to the people!  

People: May the LORD bless the people with peace!  

INTROIT   Von Himmel hoch 

Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us his Son hath given,  
While angels sing with tender mirth A glad new year to all the earth. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, in the Scriptures we read of your overwhelming 
majesty and your overwhelming love.  We are often so overwhelmed 
by the stresses of life that we fail to hear you speaking to us.  Forgive 
us for listening to voices that call us worthless and unlovable.  Forgive 
us when we allow our worries to stifle your voice of love.  Help us to 
hear your words of love so that we know that we are also your beloved, 
on whom your favor rests.  This we pray in the name of our Lord and 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 326 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  Morecambe 



 

 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7 

ANTHEM     This Little Babe       Benjamin Britten 

This little Babe, so few days old, Is come to rifle Satan's fold; All hell doth at his 
presence quake, Though he himself for cold do shake; For in this weak unarmed wise 
The gates of hell he will surprise. 
 

With tears he fights and wins the field, His naked breast stands for a shield; His 
battering shot are babish cries, His arrows looks of weeping eyes, His martial ensigns 
cold and need, And feeble flesh his warrior's steed. 
 

His camp is pitched in a stall His bulwark but a broken wall; The crib his trench, hay-
stalks his stakes, Of shepherds he his muster makes; And thus, as sure his foe to wound, 
The angels' trumps alarum sound. 

 

My soul, with Christ join thou in fight; Stick to the tents that he hath pight; Within his 
crib is surest ward, This little Babe will be thy guard; If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy, 
Then flit not from this heavenly boy.          
   ROBERT SOUTHWELL  C. 1561-1595 

SECOND LESSON Luke 3:15-22 

SERMON             “Purely You”     Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY The Baptism of Jesus         Austin Lovelace 

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
he did not come for pardon. but as his Father's Son. 
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 
So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make, 
this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.                — FRED PRATT GREEN 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 495 We Know That Christ Is Raised  Engelberg 

* BENEDICTION    

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Christ Our Lord to the Jordan Came Buxtehude 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Today’s prelude and postlude are based on the Lutheran hymn-tune which translates 
“Christ our Lord to the Jordan Came.” This hymn was written by Martin Luther in  
1540 to explain his teachings about baptism. It is likely the last hymn he wrote. The 
tune connected with it was written 20 years earlier by the Lutheran composer Johann 
Walter. Walter edited the first collection of hymns for the new reformed church and 
contributed several of the tunes which are still sung today.  Bach treats this tune with a 
perpetually flowing accompaniment, suggesting the moving waters of the Jordan River. 
Buxtehude’s setting is a more straightforward presentation of the tune with 
ornamentation in the soprano voice. Benjamin Britten wrote “A Ceremony of Carols” 
in 1942 while crossing the Atlantic aboard a Swedish cargo ship -- a dangerous 
proposition at any time, but much more so during wartime while German submarines 
prowled the ocean. Britten had departed his native England at the outset of the war in 
1939 and headed for the United States, where his fame was growing quickly, and where, 
it must be noted, he was unlikely to be conscripted into the British army. He chose eight 
mostly anonymous medieval poems and set them for three-part treble voices with harp 
accompaniment. "This little Babe" is a poem by Robert Southwell, a Jesuit who was 
executed for treason by Queen Elizabeth. Austin C. Lovelace (1919-2010) was called 
by many the Dean of American Church music. Over many years he worked at a number 
of Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Denver and Texas. He also worked at Union 
Theological Seminary in N.Y.C. and Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill. He 
traveled widely as a Director of Music for general conferences, lecturer, and consultant. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 43:1-7 (NRSV) 
 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange 
for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them 
up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away 
and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 
Luke 3:15-22 NRSV) 
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 
the good news to the people. 19But Herod the ruler, who had been 
rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because  
of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added to them all by 
shutting up John in prison. 
 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a  
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Centers at Coffee & 
Conversation or in the Lobby of the Sanctuary, where you will receive a  
FPC Welcome Gift.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Fields, Captain 
Ulah Fields    Norma Francis  Arlene Mattis     Joanna O’Donovan 
 
 
 

Today we ordain/install persons to serve as Ruling Elders or 
Deacons for terms beginning in 2016.  We welcome Kyung Lee  
and Candida Urena as Ruling Elders, with Peter Bigler, Diane Christian,  
and Carolyn Milne returning for a second term on Session.  For the  
Board of Deacons we welcome Rosetta Forshee, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn,  
Kate Matsuda, and Caridad Schweizer, with Akira Fujitsuka returning  
for a second term.   
 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to those whose service as officers ended  
in 2015, including Elders Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Mibs Wagner, and 
Mercedes Zuluaga, and Deacons Lauren Bigler, Arlene Mattis, Frank Palo, 
Elena Sepulveda, John Smolen, and Candida Urena. Please pray for your 
officers and give thanks for their service as they lead this congregation in 
faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Jill Strawbridge Bello. Jill and her husband 
Andy became members of First Presbyterian Church in 1994, following the 
baptism of their son Michael here in 1990. Jill is a member of the Chancel 
Choir. Jill serves as an Elder on Session and is chair of the Worship & Music 
Committee. Jill is Of Counsel in real estate with the national law firm 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP. The Bello family lives in Englewood Cliffs. 



  

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Phil Tamis,  
Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Paul Kang, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Caridad Schweizer, Jeff Spady. 
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Large Print Bulletins with Hymns are available. 
 

We have two ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES to the church 
building, one on the Dwight Place side into Elmore Hall, and 
another through the Playground to the door into the long hall.  
 

Our sanctuary is TELECOIL-EQUIPPED for 
persons with compatible hearing aids. Assistive-
listening headsets are also available at the audio 

control desk. 
 

The AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is located  
in the Flower Room. 
 

First Aid Kits are located in the Flower Room and on the 
counter in the Elmore Hall kitchen.  
 

CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is next to the Church 
Office and open from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Nursery 
is equipped with parent pagers that will alert you if needed. 

If you stay with your child, you can hear the Worship 
Service in the Nursery. Bulletins are provided.  
  

CHURCH SCHOOL classes are in the Center 
for Learning: 3, 4, & 5 year olds meet in the Jungle 

Room, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders meet in the 
Ocean Room, and the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders meet in  
the Forest Room after seeing the DVD in Music 
Room. Middle School meets in the Youth Room.   
  
WEEKLY PARENT CUES for FIRST LOOK and 252 
BASICS are in display rack at the ORANGE Bulletin Board. 
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WARM WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!  Please fill out  
How May We Serve You?/Visitor's card in the Pew Racks. Please  
bring the card with you to the Welcome Center in Elmore 
Hall where we have Coffee & Conversation or to the Lobby  
of the Sanctuary where we have a FPC WELCOME GIFT  
for you.    
  
This week's COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated 
by Paul and Carmen Platek. Thanks Paul and Carmen! 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE meets at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Room. 
 
REGISTER TODAY FOR DRAWING, SEEING AND 
THINKING: WATERCOLORS, an art class for first  
time artists and those with prior experience. The class  
has 4 sessions, running 90 minutes, and the dates are 
Wednesday nights 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. February 3, 10, 17 and 24 
upstairs in the FPC Art Loft.  Each class is age appropriate for 
anyone 15 years old or older. There will be no fee for the  
class but a supply packet (including materials you may already 
own) is required and costs approximately $45.  
 
Our CROSSROADS contemporary worship service is  
on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual,  
lively, and fun, with a great band and the same basic sermon  
as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s  
a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  
Child Care in the Nursery is provided by Ilta Schulzrinne  
and Blake Simis.  
  



  

 

 
TUESDAY, January 12, 2016: 
 SCRIBBLE ART Class meets at 10 a.m. in the Art Loft.  

Sensory Open Play is at 11 a.m. in the Art Loft. 
 

 STAFF MEETING at 1 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 

 
WEDNESDAY, January 13, 2016: 
 GRIEFSHARE meets at 7 p.m. in the East Room. 
 
 

THURSDAY, January 14, 2016: 
 ADULT BASKETBALL meets at 7:30 p.m. in Elmore Hall. 

 
SATURDAY, January 16: 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP 28 meeting, 6 to 8 p.m. Contact 
Richard Carr at 551-795-6453. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, January 17: 
 CHANCEL CHOIR rehearses in the Choir Room at  

9:30 a.m. 
 

 DEACON’S meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room. 
 

 The CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is open from 10:30 a.m.  
to 12:30 p.m.  

 

 BIBLE STUDY meets in the East Room at 10 a.m.  
 

 CROSSROADS worships at 5 p.m. in the Chapel. 
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DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  We take pride in 
keeping our facility in top shape.  If something isn’t working 
right, please send an email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org.   
 

Thanks for wearing a NAME TAG so we can become  
better acquainted with each other. Name tags are available  
at Coffee & Conversation at the Information Center.  
 

After enjoying the beautiful bouquets of flowers in  
worship, please offer your help to the DEACONS who  
make smaller bouquets to give out after the Service. Meet  
them in the Flower Room near the Memorial Door entrance, 
across from the Name Tag table.   
 
If interested in providing FLOWERS for any Sunday, pick  
up a form at the Information Centers. Note: There will be  
no Chancel Flower orders in the month of December. 
 
Are you saving PULL-TABS from cans? Bring them to the 
church. They help to provide free housing and counseling for 
families of children who undergo treatment for life-threatening 
illnesses at the Ronald MacDonald House.  
 

Do you have EYE GLASSES to recycle? Bring them and  
place in the basket provided. John Fraser, a member of  
the Closter Lions Club, will take them to their Eyeglass  
Recycling Center. 
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PSALM 117

229 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
LASST UNS ERFREUEN LM with allcluias

Isaac Watts, 1719
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326 Spirit of God, I)escend IJpon My Heart
HOLY SPIRIT

George Croly, 1854
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495 V/e Know That Christ Is Raised

BAPTISM

ENGELBERG 10.10.10.4

John Brownlow Geyer, 1969
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
LIZ GIRVIN-MARCUS - OFFICE ASSISTANT 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
JOHN REYNOLDS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check  
the church calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even  
give online!  Parents receive notifications with suggestions for 
faith-based family discussions.  For Android or iPhone – just 
search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your app store. 

Please make sure we have your Current E-mail Address.  Please send  
an email to office@englewoodpres.org to update your contact information.  
We send informative emails to the congregation at least weekly.  If you are not 
receiving them, please check your spam folder and add mailer@englewoodpres.org 
to your contact list. 

Chancel Flowers 
If you wish to honor or memorialize a loved one, you can 
sponsor our standard floral arrangement on Sundays or order 
a specific arrangement. Details, including costs, are available 
on the Chancel Flowers reservation form that is available in 

the Flower Room (just outside the sanctuary; please ask an usher to direct 
you).  Thank you for your continuing support! 

Message Notes are Online 
 

Follow along with our messages through the FPC App or the separate  
YouVersion Bible app. Choose “Live Events” and search for events near you.  
Ours is listed with today’s message title “Purely You”. 


